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Installation Instructions 

1947-1954 Chevrolet Truck 

 

Displays the components included in your purchased kit. The contents may vary depending on your vehicle's year, 
model, and switch option. 

These Instructions Cover Two Body Styles:

• 1947–1953 Split Window Trucks 

 

• 1954 Curved Glass Truck

Getting Started: Important Recommendations 
Please try our method first! 

We recommend reviewing all drawings and instructions thoroughly before beginning installation. 

This system has built-in adjustments designed to ensure a proper fit in your vehicle. 
If, during installation, you feel that you need to modify any of the supplied parts (unless specifically 

noted), stop — something isn’t right. 
Please re-read the instructions carefully or contact us at Sales@RaingearWipers.com before proceeding. 
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For technical assistance, contact us directly. 
Your dealer does not stock spare parts and may not be able to help troubleshoot installation issues. 

 

Important Notes 

• Radio Clearance: This wiper system will not clear original upper dash-mounted radios. 
• Power Requirement: The Raingear Windshield Wiper System requires a 12-volt power 

source. 
• Escutcheons (Trim Bezels): The kit does not include the exterior chrome escutcheons 

that cover the pivot shafts in the cowl. Your original escutcheons will fit. 

• We stock the 1947–1953 escutcheons as an optional add-on, available on our 
website. 

• Grounding: 

• The intermittent switch must have its black wire grounded to function properly. 

• The motor assembly and truck body must also be grounded for the system to 
operate. 

• Testing: Do not use a battery charger to test the intermittent system. 

• Safety: Always wear proper eye protection when working beneath the dashboard, as 
cutting or grinding metal may be required. 

Disassembly of Your Existing Windshield Wiper System 

Tip: The more room you create in the center of the dash, the easier installation will be. 

1. Remove the defroster ducts and radio from beneath the center of the dash. 

2. The cowl vent does not need to be removed; it will work with the Raingear system. 

3. Remove the original wiper arms and blades. 

4. Remove the original outside escutcheons and escutcheon nuts. 

5. Remove the original links and pivot shafts. 

6. Remove the original vacuum motor. 

7. Remove the original control knob and switch. 

o Save the control knob for use with the Raingear system. 

8. Remove and plug the vacuum line connected to your intake manifold. 
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9. Remove and set aside the interior windshield trim. 

Notes by Body Style: 

• 1947–1953: You do not need to remove the original vacuum motor brackets. 

• 1954: Remove the original vacuum motor brackets as shown in Figure 1. 

 

Installation 

1947–1953 Dashboard 
Preparation 

1. Determine the center of your 
dashboard. 

2. Drill two ¼″ diameter holes at 
the center as shown in Figure 
2. 
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Preparing the Dashboard and Pre-Assembling Links 

• 1947–1953 Trucks: 

o The holes you drill will be beneath your windshield trim, so remove the trim 
before drilling. 

• 1954 Trucks: 

o Hole locations are already dimpled in the correct positions. 

Pre-Assembling the Links 

1. Begin by attaching the “S”-shaped reinforcement to each link using: 

o Four 10-32 × ½″ screws 

o Four hex nuts 

2. Add the link extensions as shown in Figures 3 and 4. 

3. Refer to Figure 5 for final link assembly alignment. 

 



 
 

5 
 

 

 

 



 
 

6 
 

Installing the Links and Pivot Assemblies 

1. Install Plastic Bushings and Rings: 

o Apply the plastic bushing and ring to the outboard hole of the links in the order 
shown in Figure 5. 

o The bushings are designed for a very tight fit. 

o Install bushings on the inboard end of the links as shown in Figure 4. 

2. Attach Links to Pivot Shafts: 

o Grease the brass pivot pins before assembly. 

o Fasten the links using the special thin washer and J-clip. 

o You can use the side of a ¼″ open-end wrench to push and slide the J-clip onto 
the brass pivot pin (see Figure 5). 

3. Install Body Adapter and Assemblies: 

o Attach the body adapter to the pivot shaft and link assemblies. 

o Install the assemblies into the vehicle. 

o Note: The right-hand assembly is the longer one (see Figures 3 and 4). 

4. Finish Pivot Installation: 

o Add the outside gasket, the chrome escutcheon, and the escutcheon nut. 

 

INSTALLATION OF MOTOR ASSEMBLY 

1. Attach Motor Support: 

o Attach the motor support (A) to the drive unit (B) as shown in Figure 4. 

2. Mount Drive Assembly: 

o Place ¼″ × ½″ hex bolts through the holes you drilled beneath the windshield 
trim. 

o Raise the drive assembly onto the exposed bolts (see Figure 4). 

o Ensure the right-hand link is not trapped forward of the drive assembly. 

o Secure the assembly with hex nuts. 

o Tip: Four hands are useful for this step. 
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3. Grease and Connect Links: 

o Apply heavy axle grease to the brass pivot pins. 

o Secure the links to the motor pivot pins as shown in Figures 3 and 4. 

o Note: This step may be difficult due to the tight working area. 

4. Install Motor Brace: 

o Install the motor brace. 

o Align the ¼″ hole with the forward 5/16″ hole in the stock bracket that holds the 
cowl vent handle. 

5. Install Control Switch and Wiring: 

o Place the control switch into the original switch location and secure it. 

o Connect the wire harness to the motor connector (see wiring diagram). 

o The red (power) wire must be connected to a fused 5-amp source that is not 
shared with other accessories. 

 

Important Note on Intermittent Switch Operation 

• Grounding Required: Intermittent switches must be grounded to function properly. 

• Do Not Use a Battery Charger: A battery charger does not provide the correct waveform 
for the switch. 

• Power Source: Always use a fully charged 12-volt battery when testing or operating the 
system. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reinstalling Defroster Ducts 

1. Reinstall the defroster ducts. 

2. Note: On some trucks, the right-hand link may contact the defroster ducts. 

If this occurs, carefully bend the duct inboard to provide proper clearance. 

PLEASE TEST YOUR SYSTEM BEFORE ADDING 

WIPER ARMS AND BLADES. 
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Thank you for choosing 

Raingear Wiper Systems. We 

look forward to assisting you 

with your next project! 


